
In our house at the moment, a  
favourite bedtime story is Michael 
Rosen’s well-loved ‘We’re Going on 
a Bear Hunt.’ Perhaps you know its 
repeated refrain, when one obstacle 
after another is discovered on a family 
day out: ‘We can’t go over it. We can’t go 
under it… We’ve got to go through it!’

The unavoidability of the pandemic might well spring 
to mind. Regardless of the impact on our own personal 
lives, we have had no choice but to go through it. 

But actually I’ve been thinking about the notion,  
‘we’ve got to go through it’ in relation to our lives  
as Christian disciples. 

ReSource exists because of our conviction that the  
church needs to come alive in the Holy Spirit, afresh in  
each generation. At various meetings over the last few 
months, and while leading retreats, I have found it important 
to stress once again the unavoidability of the cross. However 
much we may delight in the 
work of the Holy Spirit, it is 
a work that flows from the 
life, death, resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus Christ. 

We cannot, as it were, walk 
around the cross to find 
new life in the Spirit. We 
have to go through it – recognising the weight of our own 
sin, and the forgiveness and freedom found uniquely in 
those seismic events on the cross two thousand years ago. 

Another observation is that the family on the bear hunt 
keep moving. And in the context of the life of faith, I think 
it’s crucial that we remember that we are not called to stop 
permanently at the cross. We mustn’t deny or circumvent its 
significance, but nor should we stay gazing at the cross when 
the risen Lord has called his people on mission, to speak and 
work in the power of his Spirit.  
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This is, surely, what it means for today’s church to take its 
place in the continuing story begun in the book of Acts. Of 
course that is a text from a different place and context, but 
it speaks of the story that can be traced continually, all the 
way from an upper room to the countless little, local and 
ordinary church communities around this country. 

Recently I was speaking in one such church where, if I’m 
honest, the dwindling congregation seemed pretty deflated. 
But to remind them that in their particular village – with all 
the ups and downs of its Christian history and witness – they 
stood as a living connection with the ongoing life of the 
early church, seemed to spark something. We were reminded 
together that we are collectively part of a global movement, 
so much bigger and more extraordinary than our daily lives 
sometimes allow us to recognise. 

I believe that a key call for ReSource is to hold out hope for 
the church, confident that the same power that rose Jesus 
from the dead is at work among his disciples today. For us, 
this means integrating life in the Spirit with the ordinary, 
everyday reality of local church life – especially, though  
not exclusively, in Anglican parish contexts. 

In these pages you will glimpse various perspectives on 
our work, and the renewing of God’s church to which we 
make one contribution. Amid all the uncertainty and fear 
about the future of the church in the UK, I hope you will 
be encouraged by ReSource’s ministry. Our website offers 
a wealth of further information and inspiration; and if you 
think we could help grow the work of the kingdom in your 
context, we’d love to hear from you.

The Revd Dr Christopher Landau 
Director of ReSource

Going through life, with hope from the Spirit

“We are collectively part  
of a global movement,  
so much bigger and 
more extraordinary than 
our daily lives sometimes 
allow us to recognise”
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The ReSource Alongside Scheme...

I want to begin by inviting 
you to ponder three simple 
questions:

Who discipled you?

Who disciples you now?

Who are you discipling at 
the moment?

These are questions that take 
us back to Jesus’ command 
in Matthew 28: his model for 

helping ordinary Christians not just learn about, but put into 
practice, everything he commanded. Yet many of us will find 
these questions difficult to answer. So many things fill our 
lives, and we risk forgetting our primary call – to live a Jesus 
shaped life – and arguably our primary task – to form and 
support others in following Jesus. 

Both are about companionship on the road. Both reflect 
Jesus’ own deliberate and focussed involvement with just  
a few close companions. 

Next, let me take you to the familiar story of Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 

As part of my Advent reading and prayer, with a small group 
in our parish, we read Matthew’s account in 26:36-46. Here 
we see Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, facing 
the greatest ordeal of his life. He knows he has to face it 
alone, but he craves… company! He takes his three closest 
friends and asks them: ‘stay here and keep watch with me’ 
(v.38). He goes off alone to pray and prepare – to be able to 
resist temptation on his way to the cross. He knows he must 
and will face all this alone. Yet he longs for… company.   
In verse 40 he returns and finds his disciples sleeping.  
The longing and disappointment in his heart can be heard  
in what he asks Simon Peter: ‘So, could you not stay awake 
with me one hour?’ (v 40). Twice more he faces in to his  
coming ordeal. Twice he is disappointed in his companions, 
who are sleeping rather than watching and praying with him.

I believe profoundly that we in the Church have forgotten 
that faithful following requires intimate, prayerful company 
to hold us to account, to keep us on the right path, and to 

help us face our challenges. We need to be discipled and to 
be discipling others as a priority. I am also humbled to find 
that Jesus not only offered this to his chosen companions, 
but sought it from them. He was the Son of God and 
demonstrated this, but he needed friends and sought 
support from Mary, Martha and Lazarus, from Peter,  
James and John.

ReSource’s Alongside Scheme seeks to offer this sort of 
companionship. To lack and long for such companionship is 
to be human. It is also to feel, just as Jesus did, the isolation 
and cost of serving God’s mission. If Jesus longed for, and 
sought, such prayerful companionship and encouragement, 
there is no shame in our seeking the same. 

I am delighted to report that we have now recruited and 
trained a first cohort of prayerful men and women, lay 
and ordained, as companions. Each is well travelled and 
experienced on the Christian road. They are committed 
to pray with and for church leaders, as listeners and 
encouragers. Indeed we are on our way to assembling a 
second cohort and you are welcome to join us. Thank you 
too to all those who have prayed us through this phase  
of initial recruitment.

If, like Jesus, you feel alone as you seek faithfully to lead a Jesus-
shaped life, and need companionship as you serve God’s mission, 
then applying to journey with a ReSource Companion is done via 
our website at resource-arm.net/alongside-scheme. 

If you would like to explore volunteering as a Companion 
supporting others, we would also be pleased to hear from you.

Our Alongside Scheme, launched last autumn, supports individuals in church leadership. Manager of the scheme, 
Revd Jolyon Trickey, shares some of the challenges and inspiration on this journey of discipleship.

Lesley Lawrence, a Baptist Minister in Cardiff, has 
benefitted from seeing a Companion:

‘I can share openly in a safe space and receive wise 
counsel. It is good to talk and pray together. At times 
we share prophetic words that we feel the Lord might 
be saying. We share the same sense of humour, so 
we do laugh a lot. I often come away with a different 
perspective on a situation I am facing. I always feel 
encouraged and strengthened. I wholeheartedly 
recommend the Alongside Scheme.’
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...prayerful companionship and prophetic 
friendship for church leaders
A word from our Chair of Trustees, Bishop John Holbrook

When God says of Adam, 
it’s not good for him to 
be alone, he was offering 
a crucial first principle 
of human flourishing. 
In my pastoral care for 
ministerial colleagues, 
I’m always interested to 
know who they know, 
and with whom they’re 
connected – the networks 
they belong to, their 
friendships, cell groups, 
spiritual directors, work 

consultants etc. I’m always deeply concerned when a 
colleague appears to have no one. It’s not good for them 
to be alone, and I try to exercise a special care towards 
them. But in truth I’m not always the best person to help. 
My position as bishop means I can discern the need, but 
my position as their bishop complicates things. So, I really 
value those others who can come from outside the formal 
structures and walk alongside my colleagues. I have hugely 
appreciated those who have done that for me at various 
stages in ministry, and so I am thrilled that ReSource is 
offering the Alongside Scheme. As part of my personal 
commitment I have volunteered to be a Companion,  
and look forward to sharing in this vital ministry.

Meet some of our newly appointed  
Companions: 

Over the past couple of years I have greatly 
valued my own ReSource Companion. I am 
really excited to now have the chance to come 
alongside others as they discern and process. For me, the 
conversations have helped navigate the joys, celebrations, 
pains and disappointments of ministry. I have found no 
judgement as I honestly shared my unfiltered thoughts 
and questions. I am passionate about other church leaders 
having the space they need too, and look forward to 
offering listening space and prayerful support.

Revd Naomi Barraclough

I am a retired GP and lay minister. I have 
spent all my working life listening to and 
helping others to make sense of things. In turn I 
have been so grateful for when others have supported me 
at times of stress, uncertainty and deep disappointment. 
I know that ministry can be hugely rewarding, but also 
costly in emotional energy and spiritual challenge. It is 
truly a long haul. So you can see why I am sold on this 
initiative for getting alongside, and with the Lord’s help  
I pray I may be of use to others.

Dr Paul Buckingham

Over many years of following Jesus, there 
have been several times when the joy, the 
colour and even the flavour of my life became 
clouded and dull because of various trials and troubles. 
I am so thankful to the Lord for his promise that he will 
always be with me. 

I am particularly grateful for the people he sent  
to me during the hardships - who listened to me,  
walked with me, and prayed for me. As a ReSource 
Companion, I am delighted to be available for  
church leaders in need of support.

Hilary Buckingham
As young Christian I became involved 
with local evangelical Anglican churches, 
including leading youth groups and serving on a 
PCC.  In 1981, with five others, I moved out to form a House 
Church which grew into an independent, charismatic 
church. I was part of the leadership team for many years. 
I have been on an interesting and somewhat unusual 
journey with God as Father, comforter and guide.  
I am an encourager and a listener with a pastoral heart.  
I’m hopeful that I can offer a rich companionship to others 
in leadership.

Sue Pointon
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Come, Holy Spirit: learning from the past

I arrived at St Stephen’s as Associate 
Vicar in May 2019, following a 
prophetic prompting that my family 
and I should move to the area and 
join the church.  We received a warm 
welcome, and found the community 
very much alive, bustling with 
people of all ages and stages.  

I then discovered that in the early 1980s, St Stephen’s 
was very different from today, with a fairly traditional, 
liturgical character, and roughly 130 people at the main 
Sunday service.  The vicar at the time - Rev Martin Peppiatt 
- along with his wife, Cynthia, 
began to gently introduce 
elements of more charismatic, 
contemporary worship in 
services.   Having heard about 
the ministry of John Wimber 
they extended an invitation for 
him to visit St Stephen’s, which 
he did one evening in 1985.

I have spoken to various members of the congregation who 
were there that evening, who share a common recollection 
that at the time, the majority of the congregation had 
limited or no experience of charismatic worship.  Wimber 
visited with a team from his church in California, and 
asked whether people in the congregation would like to 
be filled with the Spirit as his team offered prayer ministry.  
What followed was something of an outpouring, with 
some confessing faith for the first time, others speaking 
in tongues and more being overwhelmed with joy!  David 
Parish, one of those present, recalls that several people were 
lain out at the front of church, overcome with the presence 
of God.   Speaking to those there, my impression is that 
many were taken by surprise that the Spirit of God could be 
felt so intimately.   Val Armstrong, another of those present, 
told me she was ‘deeply excited by this new expression of 
prayer and worship!’

Current members of the church have described to me 
a flourishing of charismatic worship and gifting in the 
following years, nurtured by Martin Peppiatt and his 
successor, Andrew Watson.  As a newcomer, to me this 
feels very embedded in St Stephen’s culture.  Several small 
groups meet weekly to pray prophetically for our church 
and offer words, scriptures and prophetic pictures which we 
then share in our Sunday services.  Very often, congregation 
members will email with prophetic words for me.  I have 
never been part of a church before which has been so 
committed to listening to the Spirit and open to prophetic 
nudges in our church life.  Indeed, the current vicar,  
Revd Jez Barnes, has clearly nurtured this in his more than 
twelve years in post and values it highly. 

Since this renewal in the 1980s, St Stephen’s has grown in 
size and currently has over 500 people on the electoral roll.   
It has also since planted four new congregations in local 
parish churches - all growth which seems evidence of the 
spiritual fruit of this charismatic renewal. 

It is a source of real excitement for me to hear this rich 
history of renewal at the heart of St Stephen’s, and I’m 
delighted that many people who experienced it remain 
in our congregation today.   As we emerge from the covid 
pandemic and seek God for this new chapter of our church 
life, the stories of what God has done in the past must  
be retold: to rekindle hope and expectancy of what  
God might do next.

“The stories of what 
God has done in the 
past must be retold: 
to rekindle hope and 
expectancy of what 
God might do next”

ReSource celebrates ‘little, local, ordinary’ churches – while recognising that a period of renewal brings change, 
and often growth of various kinds. Revd Rachel Bedford has been hearing about how the Holy Spirit transformed  
St Stephen’s Twickenham in the 1980s.

www.resource-arm.net
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Lay minister Clive Upton seeks space 
for God’s prompting within a Common 
Worship liturgical framework.

I’ve long had a picture in my mind of Jesus 
standing at the door of a church, wanting 
to come in and do and say things that we 
haven’t planned, but not being able to do 

that because we haven’t given him space.

At our church (Holy Trinity Blacon, in the Chester diocese), 
we’ve just begun to explore this via an additional Sunday 
service, using the freedom given by A Service of the Word.  
In connection with this, the following verses have  
impressed themselves upon me:

 
Where two or three gather in my name,  

there am I in the midst.  
Matthew 18.20

To each one the manifestation of the Spirit  
is given for the common good. 

1 Corinthians 12.7

When you come together, each of you has a hymn,  
or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue  
or an interpretation. Everything must be done 

so that the church may be built up. 
1 Corinthians 14.26

(Jesus) says (to the Father) 
‘I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters;    

in the assembly I will sing your praises.’ 
Hebrews 2.12

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; 
if you hear my voice and open the door, 

I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me. 
Revelation 3.20

 
This has led us to reflect on a simple question: What might 
Jesus be saying to us through these verses, about when we 
gather together in his name for services or meetings?

The following poem seeks to express this longing for 
encounter with Him:

In my first poem I wrote the stanzas of the stars – 
the closest one, one thousand times  

ten thousand million miles from you – 
I made your galaxy to be 

one hundred thousand lines of light years  
wide across my page 

I created... space

And now will you give this to me: 
space - space to meet with you 
when you gather in my name?

Yes, I do meet with you in sermons, liturgy, 
in hymns and songs and prayers 

that people lead from up the front 
and prayerfully prepare. 

But I am in your midst and in each one 
and there delight to speak to you and act 

in ways you haven’t planned 
through everyone who’s gathered there 

and through the least, and through a child, 
to speak to everyone in word or song, 

the manifesting of my Spirit there 
poured out upon each one, 

poured out there for the common good 
to build you up in love, in joy, in faith, in hope 

to comfort you, encourage you 
to tell you, tell you of my Father and his love, 

and in your midst to sing to him!

Will you give me space for this? 
Will you clear a space for me? 

I long to meet and feast with you!
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Come, Holy Spirit: creating space today

At a recent ReSource retreat he attended, Clive chatted 
with our Director about whether ReSource might create 
an online resource for churches seeking to use the 
Church of England’s ‘Service of the Word’ framework  
in creative ways, allowing space for God to minister.  
If you have experience of this in your own context,  
or would like to share ideas, please do email us at 
office@resource-arm.net.

Spring Newsletter 2022
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Retreat with ReSource

Alongside our existing partnership with Scargill House  
in North Yorkshire, we have begun to work closely with 
Foxhill, the house of prayer, study and mission for the 
Diocese of Chester. Centre Director Revd Jonathon 
Green reflects on God’s work among those attending  
ReSource events. 

One of the joys of leading a retreat house is seeing the 
change in the guests who come through the door tired or 
worn down, but later leave renewed, having encountered 
Jesus. Often people look physically different, and  
re-envisioned for the next stage of their journey.

It was great to welcome people from literally all around the 
country last autumn to join one of two forty-eight-hour 
retreats, or the one-day retreat, led by the ReSource Team 
comprising Christopher Landau, Felicity Lawson, Jolyon 
Trickey, Alison Fleetwood and Bishop Mark Tanner. 

For some attendees it was the first opportunity for two  
years to retreat from busy lives and take time to receive  
and to meet with the Lord.  The ReSource team ministered  
in a remarkable but gentle way; someone shared a picture  
with me of them being the dry blotting paper, and how  
they had been completely refreshed. A couple of people  
who attended, and shared several issues which had been  
a challenge over the years, have since contacted me and 
said that the issues had been addressed and healed -  
which is of great encouragement.

As I read the feedback, I thought it good to share some  
of the comments which speak clearly of the impact that 
these retreats had on individuals and which will in turn 
impact our churches:

  The gentle way it was delivered; no 
pressure, come and go, join in when you 
wanted to. I felt so comfortable and at 
home that I joined in everything;

  On bringing to the cross all the hurts  
and difficulty of recent months.  
Staying with this was helpful.

  The chance to share in worship and 
discussions with a variety of people and 
discovering different ways of being  
close to God;

  Foxhill is a great venue, comfortable 
and good food; the leaders Alison and 
Christopher were a great team and 
inspirational;

We are very much looking forward to welcoming three 
ReSource retreats this year:

Doing Lent Gently: a Lent Quiet Day  
Thursday 3rd March  
Reflect on how to mark Lent with appropriate gentleness, 
as we mark two tiring years of the pandemic, with Canon 
Felicity Lawson

‘Blessed to be a Blessing’ residential retreat  
Friday 10th to Sunday 12th June 
Join ReSource for a weekend of spiritual refreshment. 
Reflect on what it is to hear God’s call and discern where 
and how the Spirit is calling you to be a blessing to others. 

‘Navigating the Future’ residential retreat 
Monday 12th to Wednesday 14th September 2022 
A time specifically for clergy and those engaged in 
leadership roles in local churches. In an uncertain  
world, return to the source of hope and reflect on  
God’s unchanging promises. 

For more information, please visit foxhillchester.co.uk  
or the ReSource website.

www.resource-arm.net
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How wonderful it is to wholeheartedly commend to you 
the brilliant ‘Liberating Sabbath’ course. It is a fabulously 
comprehensive eight-week course that is utterly lifegiving, 
albeit also challenging! 

We started an ecumenical prayer group during Advent 2020, 
using the equally valuable ‘Sanctuary Course’ via Zoom with 
an open invitation. This settled into a wonderful weekly 
rhythm of extemporary prayer, with occasional weeks of 
focus such as Christian Unity during Lent 2021. 

We continue to meet via Zoom, which means 
we have a lovely diverse group of Christians 
with a very powerful, open and equal 
fellowship. Last autumn we decided to give 
‘Liberating Sabbath’ a try, and it has been 
so easy to use these resources in a virtual 
setting. The timeliness of the edited material, 
focussing on the impact of Covid, and justice issues such as 
climate change and the Black Lives Matter movement, has 
been nothing short of God-breathed. 

How glorious a revelation it is to first realise that the 
seventh day – the day of sabbath – is the only day in the 
creation story that does not end. We delve straight into  
the reality that living out the sabbath is living a life that 
points to eternity. A blessed and holy life, set apart –  
which includes release from burdens, and the joy of play! 

Reflections from our group include the greater ability to 
recognise that a “Seven Day Sabbath has helped me to feel  
like time where I can’t be productive is not being wasted” 
and instead we have had takeaways such as that “God  
didn’t intend work to be too stressful and completed by  
the end of the day”. We have each been “helped to feel  
more confident with God’s support to honour sabbath,  
rest and recuperation” and we “valued the encouragement  
to find balance between work and life, and to rest and 
practise thankfulness on the Holy day of the Sabbath”.

The carefully crafted daily readings and reflections that we 
have shared with one another on social media and via email 
and WhatsApp have kept us connected and accountable, 
“Celebrating small changes” and recognising that “Sabbath 

is never ending, but rather a matter of noticing the beauty  
in every day”. 

When sharing about the impact that the course has had on 
each of us, one of our group offered this rather wonderful 
contemporary reflection:

“When Rose and Giovanni danced their couple’s choice in 
Strictly Come Dancing as the last dance, the music suddenly 
stopped and they carried on dancing, then the music started 
again. Rose, who is completely deaf, wanted us to enter into 

her world. Dancing is play. It just summed 
everything up about Sabbath – that we 
should be free with how we go about it,  
in our every day… it is not about religiosity  
or strict rules.”

And so with that wonderful image of 
embracing the beauty in each of our everyday 

realities, and inviting one another in to share in what 
that means for us, it is without any hesitation at all that I 
commend to you this beautiful, beautiful course. 

“Sabbath is never 
ending, but rather a 
matter of noticing the 
beauty in every day”
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Learn with ReSource
Trustee Kate King shares her experience of running the Liberating Sabbath course online

Kate is an Intergenerational Missioner for 
Hereford Diocese, based in the Parish of 
Bridgnorth, and is grateful to belong to an 
ecumenical group of ‘Christians United in Prayer’.
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Prayer is the foundation for all of ReSource’s ministry.  
We hope you find our prayer diary (available in print, and  
on the PrayerMate app) a useful prompt for daily prayer. 
We are encouraging the whole ReSource family to pray 
prophetically for our ministry, on Sundays. We would love 
you to share any particular Scripture, picture or prophetic 
encouragement via email to prayer@resource-arm.net.
Our team of intercessors prays confidentially for each 
ReSource event, and meets monthly to pray together as 
a group online. If you are interested in joining this team, 
please visit resource-arm.net/intercession. 

  

We are holding a Day of Prayer for the Renewal of the 
Church at the Harnhill Centre near Cirencester in the 
Cotswolds, 10am-4pm on Wednesday 6th July.  
The day’s focus will be times of prayer both liturgical 
and informal – bringing before God our desire to see 
little, local and ordinary churches come alive in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. There will also be talks from 
ReSource speakers, and time spent in sung worship.  
Why not bring a group from your own church?  
Tickets are available from the ReSource website,  
and cost £15 including lunch and refreshments.

The Holy Spirit for all ages

At the commissioning service last 
September, our patron Bishop Mark 
Tanner shared a prophetic picture of 
a child in the church gallery, throwing 
a paper aeroplane down towards the 
worshippers below – reminding us 
that childish playfulness and joy is a 
significant part of ReSource’s calling. 
Other prophetic promptings (including 
a ‘Kinder’ chocolate wrapper) have led 
us to consider afresh how ReSource’s 
ministry relates to children and young 
people. Following prayer with our 
Intercessors, we believe this is an area 
to explore, open to God’s leading. If this 
is a ministry where you have particular 
experience, or if you have potential 
partners in mind, do contact us.

Book a Sanctuary Day

Delivered by our team of ReSource 
Ministers, trustees or staff members, 
these days are devised in conjunction 
with the host church or group of 
churches. Our focus recently has often 
been how communities re-gather 
after the series of lockdowns, and 
how churches can know afresh the 
inspiration and touch of the Holy Spirit 
after what we hope and pray is the 
worst of the pandemic. If you think 
a day ‘away at home’ might suit your 
church, we would love to hear from 
you. We are currently taking bookings 
from after Easter 2022 – perhaps you 
might like to mark the season around 
Pentecost with support from ReSource?

Ian Matthews joins Churchrooms

Do keep Ian in your prayers as he leaves 
ReSource to take up a full-time role 
overseeing the development of a new 
digital resource for small groups, 
enabling Christian content to be 
accessed with Netflix-style ease, as part 
of Eden.co.uk. Later this year the Saints 
Alive! course will join the new platform, 
meaning groups can access the video 
material without a physical DVD, and 
purchase other course materials online. 
We thank Ian for the work he has done 
for us as Resources Manager, and for 
the publishing expertise he has shared 
with the team, and wish him well in his 
new role.

News Items
Join ReSource in praying for the renewal of the church
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Giving to Resource

We are so thankful for all those  
whose giving makes ReSource’s  
ministry possible. 

Regular monthly giving is particularly 
helpful for us, even in small amounts; 
standing orders can be set up via the 
Ways to Give page of our website. 

Donations can also be made directly 
to our CAF Bank account number 
00032578, sort code 40-52-40,  
in the name of ReSource for Anglican 
Renewal Ministries. 

Gift Aid forms are available on the 
website, where you can also find 
information about remembering 
ReSource in your will.  

Bishop Mark Tanner 
Patron
Bishop John Holbrook 
Chair of Trustees
Christopher Landau  
Director
Lydia Farnham 
Administrator 
Mutsa James 
Media Manager
Clare Olliver 
Bookings Coordinator
Kathy Smith 
Finance Officer 
Jolyon Trickey  
Alongside Manager
Esther McCafferty 
Intercessors Facilitator

Please do contact the ReSource office  
if you have any questions. Thank you  
for your support! 

Contact

ReSource 
Meeting Point House 
Telford 
Shropshire 
TF3 4HS

T: 01952 371300 
E: office@resource-arm.net

       @ReSourceARM 
       @ReSourceARM 

Charity no. 1180394
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